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Thank You Lord for giving me
The brand new year ahead.
Help me live the way I should

As each new day I tread.

Give me gentle wisdom
That I might help a friend,

& Give me strength and courage
A So a shoulder I might lend.
The year ahead is empty,

Help me fill it with good things

Each new day filled with joy

And happﬂc@ﬁh%gs. gﬁ
; (:

Amen.
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New Year, Renewed Covenant


I once met a pastor in Johannesburg, South Africa that had an interesting way to start each year. Each year their church would make or purchase this large piece of what I imagine to be terracotta pottery. At the beginning of the new year, they would break the large jar into pieces. Each person wrote their name on a shard of pottery and something reflecting who they were in Christ. Then, a skilled person would glue the piece of pottery back together again. And they would place a light inside. It was a way of illustrating 2 Corinthians 4:7 (that we are all “clay pots” holding a treasure inside of us). It was also a way of renewing the covenant as a congregation, with some new names present and some names departed due to death, different calling, or falling away, as well as many familiar names there year after year. Like the people of Israel renewing their covenant at Shechem before they began to move into the land God had given them, the people gathered to remember their commitment to God, and how part of their commitment to God also called them to a deeper, shared commitment with one another.


I have hope for the coming year. A return to a pre-COVID world is not on the list. Things will get better. Of this I am confident. Many people, in light of the challenges of 2020, are hoping for a return to “normal” in 2021. I don’t think that will happen—at least not quickly. This is especially true in our life together

There will be people that have taken a break from church in the middle of the pandemic that will not return even after vaccines are widely distributed and infections decline. However, we will also experience new participants in our fellowship. Some programs that we had as a church will not return, but new ministries will develop. We will trim away some of the things that we did out of habit and obligation that were not necessary. We will find renewed ways to share and live our faith together.

In the midst of this, some things will not change. We will love one another. We will worship (some in different ways). 

Like the church in South Africa, and the Israelites in Shechem, we are called, with our flaws and brokenness, to renew covenant with one another. Loving one another. Reaching out to the world with the good news. Keeping one another accountable. Taking the next steps on the road of discipleship together. 

Stay committed my friends! Stay in covenant! Trust in the Lord. And trust that through the trials we have experienced, God is making a way of hope, victory, and new life at First Baptist Church of North Platte. Amen!
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The above pictures are FBC’s Discover Kids painting ornaments in December.    Discover Kids meet every Wednesday at 3:45 p.m.  This group is about learning and having fun in a safe and nurturing environment!  Any child from K-5th grade can get involved with this crazy wacky group!  It is free and FUN!  The next group will meet on Wednesday, January 6th at 3:45 p.m.
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         First Baptist Church                                                                                            Office Hours		


                     100 McDonald Road							      M-Th 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.


       North Platte, NE  69101							                Friday -Closed		                       Worship Hours							                   308-532-6772		


	       Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.					  	      www.fbcnorthplatte.org		 	          					          				              cwalker@fbcnorthplatte.org 
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Pastor Clint Walker





Bob Rouch     	         1/12


Darrell Drullinger    1/13


Jared Falkena           1/20


Larry Adkisson        1/21


Denise Anderson     1/23


Brittany McDaniel   1/25


Keith Sailors            1/25


Kathy Adkisson       1/27


Kalen Drullinger      1/28


Shawna Thompson 1/29


J.D. Scoggins           1/31
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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING





The Annual Business Meeting will be held on January 17, 2021 directly after the Worship Service.











CHURCH COUNCIL





Church Council will be held on January 4, 2021 at FBC at 7 p.m.
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